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  Question to Consider 

• How does the evidence below refute or support the views of the three 
historians outlined in the Conclusion of this module? 

Document 

I want to talk to you tonight from my heart on a subject of deep concern to 
every American. In recent months, members of my Administration and 
officials of the Committee for the Re-Election of the President-including 
some of my closest friends and most trusted aides--have been charged with 
involvement in what has come to be known as the Watergate affair. These 
include charges of illegal activity during and preceding the 1972 Presidential 
election and charges that responsible officials participated in efforts to 
cover up that illegal activity. The inevitable result of these charges has 
been to raise serious questions about the integrity of the White House itself. 
Tonight I wish to address those questions. 

Looking back at the history of this case, two questions arise: How could it 
have happened? Who is to blame? Political commentators have correctly 
observed that during my 27 years in politics I have always previously 
insisted on running my own campaigns for office. But 1972 presented a 
very different situation. In both domestic and foreign policy, 1972 was a 
year of crucially important decisions, of intense negotiations, of vital new 
directions, particularly in working toward the goal which has been my 
overriding concern throughout my political career--the goal of bringing 
peace to America, peace to the world. That is why I decided, as the 1972 
campaign approached, that the Presidency should come first and politics 
second. To the maximum extent possible, therefore, I sought to delegate 
campaign operations, to remove the day-to-day campaign decisions from 
the President's office and from the White House. I also, as you recall, 
severely limited the number of my own campaign appearances. 



Who, then, is to blame for what happened in this case? For specific criminal 
actions by specific individuals, those who committed those actions must, of 
course, bear the liability and pay the penalty. For the fact that alleged 
improper actions took place within the White House or within my campaign 
organization, the easiest course would be for me to blame those to whom I 
delegated the responsibility to run the campaign. But that would be a 
cowardly thing to do. I will not place the blame on subordinates--on people 
whose zeal exceeded their judgment and who may have done wrong in a 
cause they deeply believed to be right. In any organization, the man at the 
top must bear the responsibility. That responsibility, therefore, belongs 
here, in this office. I accept it. And I pledge to you tonight, from this office, 
that I will do everything in my power to ensure that the guilty are brought 
to justice and that such abuses are purged from our political processes in 
the years to come, long after I have left this office. 

Some people, quite properly appalled at the abuses that occurred, will say 
that Watergate demonstrates the bankruptcy of the American political 
system. I believe precisely the opposite is true. Watergate represented a 
series of illegal acts and bad judgments by a number of individuals. It was 
the system that has brought the facts to light and that will bring those 
guilty to justice--a system that in this case has included a determined 
grand jury, honest prosecutors, a courageous judge, John Sirica, and a 
vigorous free press. 

It is essential now that we place our faith in that system--and especially in 
the judicial system. It .is essential that we let the judicial process go 
forward, respecting those safeguards that are established to protect the 
innocent as well as to convict the guilty. It is essential that in reacting to 
the excesses of others, we not fall into excesses ourselves. It is also 
essential that we not be so distracted by events such as this that we 
neglect the vital work before us, before this Nation, before America, at a 
time of critical importance to America and the world. Since March, when I 
first learned that the Watergate affair might in fact be far more serious than 
I had been led to believe, it has claimed far too much of my time and my 
attention. 
Source: Obtained courtesy of John Woolley and Gerhard Peters at The 
American Presidency Project, University of California at Santa Barbara, 
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu. 
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