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  Question to Consider 

• How does the evidence below refute or support the views of the three 
historians outlined in the Conclusion of this module? 

Document 

No one is more aware than I am of the political consequences of the action 
I have taken. It is tempting to take the easy political path: to blame this 
war on previous administrations and to bring all of our men home 
immediately, regardless of the consequences, even though that would 
mean defeat for the United States; to desert 18 million South Vietnamese 
people, who have put their trust in us and to expose them to the same 
slaughter and savagery which the leaders of North Vietnam inflicted on 
hundreds of thousands of North Vietnamese who chose freedom when the 
Communists took over North Vietnam in 1954; to get peace at any price 
now, even though I know that a peace of humiliation for the United States 
would lead to a bigger war or surrender later. 

I have rejected all political considerations in making this decision. Whether 
my party gains in November is nothing compared to the lives of 400,000 
brave Americans fighting for our country and for the cause of peace and 
freedom in Vietnam. Whether I may be a one-term President is insignificant 
compared to whether by our failure to act in this crisis the United States 
proves itself to be unworthy to lead the forces of freedom in this critical 
period in world history. I would rather be a one-term President and do what 
I believe is right than to be a two-term President at the cost of seeing 
America become a second-rate power and to see this Nation accept the first 
defeat in its proud 190-year history. 

I realize that in this war there are honest and deep differences in this 
country about whether we should have become involved, that there are 
differences as to how the war should have been conducted. But the decision 
I announce tonight transcends those differences. For the lives of American 



men are involved. The opportunity for Americans to come home in the next 
12 months is involved. The future of 18 million people in South Vietnam 
and 7 million people in Cambodia is involved. The possibility of winning a 
just peace in Vietnam and in the Pacific is at stake. 

It is customary to conclude a speech from the White House by asking 
support for the President of the United States. Tonight, I depart from that 
precedent. What I ask is far more important. I ask for your support for our 
brave men fighting tonight halfway around the world-not for territory--not 
for glory--but so that their younger brothers and their sons and your sons 
can have a chance to grow up in a world of peace and freedom and justice. 

Source:  
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