Module 05: 1968 — A Generation in Revolt?
Evidence 23: ""People of Prague!" Poster
@

Introduction

The following poster was plastered all over the streets of Prague in the
tense days after the invasion.

Questions to Consider

« What kinds of concerns does this Soviet announcement try to mollify?
« How do the authors interpret the resistance to the invasion?

Document

PRAZANE!

Uhéjime mit o pofadek na ulicich naii krasné Proionél Nevéite povidotkam, s sowitské

Prahy. Spoleéné 1abrénime provokacim a budeme  vojenské orgdny konfiskuji shrané lidové milice.

bojovat proti jejich pivededm! Tylo rbrané byly uréeny na ochranu lidové moei

@ Komunistické sirany Ceskoslovenska, jsou to tedy

Neskrjvime pravdu: situace zlstévé nopjotd.

1brané spojenecké. Budeme bojoval proti paku-

Videhio sovitske ary ly pad ochrant ’
ehlg dnachacviisud gy el pod echane s S e R e o

klad sbrani v mi alstyi, 2
£ ani v ministerstvu zemadélstvi. Toto okee okde, K westitol honibed neollech Kiais

byla provedena wéas: km_ﬁm‘wluhnﬂ! = ok s T—

chystali tento sklad wykiést. Vistiely z oken mi<

nisteriva byl zrandén sovétsky vajin.

Prafanél llegalni wysilagky 1aZoly roziifovat

vitvy k ozbrojenému bor Pamatujte: tim

rpi nejen sovatiti pred:

pokojnd
obyvatelstvo Prahy, ktoré provokatéii obitu]i svim

Spinavim pldntim.

Pliite pokyny hlovy statu

bezpednosti viech Praiani, celsho mésto.

Praiané! President Ludvik Svoboda nds dennd
yzivé, abychom zachavali klid a pastavili se na
odpor podnécovatelim, Meii sa snoff wbifovat
otmosféru, Komu j& naie starobylé mésta drahé,
kdo chce, aby se witil pokejnf @ ifasinj fivat, vole]

£ ndmis

# peasidonta Cesko-

slovenské sociolistické republiky Ludvika Svobody|

Translation:

People of Prague!

We shall defend peace and order on the streets of our beautiful Prague.
Together we shall prevent the provocations and fight against their
originators!

We shall not hide the truth: the situation remains tense. In these days,



Soviet organs have taken the arms stockpile at the Ministry of Agriculture
under their protection. This action was executed just in time: the counter-
revolutionaries were preparing to loot this stockpile. A Soviet soldier was
wounded by shots from the Ministry windows.

People of Prague! lllegal transmitters have begun spreading calls to armed
banditry. Remember: that harms not only Soviet soldiers, but above all the
peaceful population of Prague, whom the provocateurs are sacrificing to
their dirty plans.

People of Prague! Don't believe the tall tales saying that Soviet military
organs are confiscating the weapons of the People's Militia. These weapons
were meant for the protection of the people's power and the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia, so they are arms of the alliance. We shall fight
against attempts to misuse these arms stockpiles for criminal provocations
that seek to call foth conflicts in the streets of the capital. This is in your
interest above all, in the interest of the security of all citizens of Prague, of
the whole city.

People of Prague! President Ludvik Svoboda appeals daily for us to preserve
peace and stand up in opposition against the instigators who are trying to
whip up the atmosphere. Whoever holds our ancient city dear, whoever
wants a peaceful and happy life to return, call out with us:

Fulfill the instructions of Ludvik Svoboda, head of state and president of the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic!

Source:

"The Soviet Invasion of Czechoslovakia: August 1968," the Labadie
Collection of Social Protest Material, exhibit at the University of Michigan's
Special Collections Library. Documents selected by Brian Rosenblum and
Jonathan Bolton and translated by Jonathan Bolton.
http://www.lib.umich.edu/spec-coll/czech/des17.html.
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