Module 05: 1968 — A Generation in Revolt?

Evidence 18: Photograph: Soviet Tanks in Liberec
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Introduction

The following photo of the early stages of the invasion shows a column of
tanks rolling through the town of Liberec. As you can see from the image,
the invasion and occupation of Czechoslovakia, though fiercely resisted in
some areas, did not lead to a wide, popular uprising against the occupying
troops. In many parts of the country, despite the humiliation of occupation
and the inconveniences of martial law, everyday life continued.

Document

‘The first units of the 20th Soviet Armoured Army in Liberec (the district town in Northern Bohemia)

Source:

Jaromir Navratil et al, eds., The Prague Spring 1968: A National Security
Archive Documents Reader, translated by Mark Kramer, Joy Moss, and Ruth
Tosek (Budapest: Central European University Press, 1998), np. Copyright
The Prague Spring Foundation, Prague, 1998.



